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SACRED HEART STATUE 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


wz Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 





Christmas Manger Set 


HIS beautiful Crib will bring the true 
spirit of Christmas into your home. It is _— 

made of heavy, durable cardboard, printed in — 
full color process with glossy finish. When dis- 
played, the Crib is 27 inches wide; height of 
stable and star is 12 in. Set includes 17 pieces, 
packed in colorful box. Price: $1.50 each, 
plus 15¢ for postage. In lots of 6, $1.25 each. 


ORDER FROM: — 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration = 
Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


Immediate deliveries. 











All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
THOMAS A. BLAKE 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 


Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 


Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 
Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Aet of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 


ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 














Ohdh Premiums Ohhh 


Give Gift Subscriptions for Christmas and get another 
gift as a premium. 


For ONE Subscription 


Christmas Pictures — Selection of Christmas pictures in prayer book 
size wth prayer on reverse. OR:— 

Booklet — ‘‘Mary, Mother of God” OR ‘Devotions to the Holy Infant 
Jesus.” OR: — 

Mt. Carmel Scapular — Handstitched, brown scapular. 


For TWO Subscriptions 


Chaplet of the Infant Jesus of Prague —- White Job’s tear beads, with 
explanatory leaflet. OR: — 

Beautiful Likeness of Pope Pius XII — Lithographed in contrasting 
colors and mounted on a colored background. OR: — 

“Mother Most Admirable” — Sepia picture of Mary as a Queen seated 
on a throne, holding the Infant Jesus. 9x14 in. 


For THREE Subscriptions 


“Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children’ — An ideal child’s prayer 
book. Rose or blue cloth,h OR: — 
Fivefold Scapular — Set of five handstitched scapulars. 


For FOUR Subscriptions 


“Angel Gabriel at the Crib’? — Sepia picture of Mary kneeling at the 
crib and reverently showing her Babe to the adoring gaze of 
Gabriel. 20 in. wide by 16 in. long. OR: — 

Crucifix — 6-inch, nickel-bound crucifix, blessed and indulgenced with 
papal indulgences, indulgences for the dying and the Way of the 
Cross. 


For FIVE Subscriptions 


Statue of St. Jude — Cream-colored, composition statue, 6 in. high. OR: 

Sacred Heart Library — Set of 7 attractive, devotional booklets on the 
Sacred Heart. 

For TEN Subscriptions 

Christmas Crib — See description on opposite cover. 

“My Daily Contemplation” — A precious manual showing how to con- 
vert each moment of the day into prayer and contemplation. 325 
pages. English or Polish. 











NOTE: Those who avail themselves of the reduced rate of 3 years 
for $2.00 are entitled only to a premium offered for ONE 
subscription. Please mention choice. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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hat Jesus, the GPrince of GPeace, may 
bestow on each His richest blessings is our 
Christmas wish to all our dear friends and 





readers. 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
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(Ldvent and the GSnthronement 
mikkeke 
HEN the time drew near in which the world was to be 
blessed with the birth of its Savior, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, who was His living tabernacle, and her chaste spouse, 
St. Joseph, in obedience to the edict of the Emperor Augus- 
tus, journeyed from Nazareth to Bethlehem, to be en- 
rolled in the city of David, as they were both of the 
royal family of David. St. Joseph, after seeking in vain for a lodging 
in the town, found at last an open stable exposed to the inclemency 
of the weather, with which for want of better accommodations their 
poverty and humility were contented. And this was the palace the 
Divine King of Ages chose for His birthplace. The manger, here, which 
had served for the ox and the ass, became the royal bed of state in 
which He was first laid upon His coming down amongst men. 

The heavens stand astounded to see the Son of God, the Lord 
and Maker of heaven and earth, so debase Himself from the very 
beginning of His mortal life as not to allow Himself, even in His 
birth, any of the common conveniences of life; no, not even so much 
as a house to cover His head! From a human viewpoint the story 
of that wintry night in Bethlehem over nineteen hundred years ago 
is a reproach to humanity. “He came unto His own, and His own 
received Him not!” Even in this proud 20th century, the indictment 
of the Gospel still lies at humanity’s door, and the present-day cold- 
ness and indifference of the world towards its Creator and its King 
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makes the charge against it as real and living now at it was real and 
living then. Today, as then, “He comes unto His own, and His own 
receive Him not.” Today, as then, “there is no room” for Him. It 
is the great blot, the dark stain, upon the social honor of the human 
race. Yet these are the days of the coming of the Social Reign of 
Jesus and therefore they are days of special opportunities for all who 
strive to uphold and extend that Reign. 

Oh, let us not be like those unhappy Bethlehemites who refused 
a place to the King of heaven in their homes and would not make 
room for Him. Let us, instead, endeavor to wipe out the dark stain, 
the black blot in the history of the first Christmas night by love and 
reparation. By love, we shall create a new Christmas story and make 
reparation for the old one. Let this reparation of love be the en- 
thronement of the Savior as King of our home and of our hearts. 
Let us extend to Him a loving invitation to reign in our homes and 
in our hearts as upon a throne of love! “Lord Jesus, Thou hast come 
unto Thy own and Thy own will receive Thee with love and gratitude. 
There is room for Thee in our home, and we will acknowledge Thee 
as its King! Here Thy Virgin Mother shall be loved, and Thy Divine 
law shall be faithfully kept, and Thy Holy Church obeyed.” 

Now, with the beginning of Advent, we will set ourselves to the 
task of preparing for the coming of the Divine King into our home 
and into our heart. We will, first of all, take great care to cleanse 
both our home and the interior home of our soul of all such company 
as is disagreeable to Jesus, those mortal enemies of His who seek 
His life — worldliness, sin and sinful pleasures. And since we desire 
Him not only to come to us, but to abide with us, we will give Him 
the chief place of honor, — in our home, by enthroning Him as its 
King,” and in our hearts by a spiritual enthronement, cleansing them 
of all obstacles to His reign by a good confession, driving therefrom 
all irregular affections for the world and creatures, and allowing Him 
to rule over all our thoughts, affections, words and actions. The Di- 
vine Babe did not disdain the stable nor the crib, the ox nor the ass, 
but He will not endure a heart divided between Himself and the world. 
He knows our poverty and misery, yet if we will but welcome Him 
with sincere love, He Himself, in whom abides the treasure of all 
riches, will furnish our souls with all those ornaments of virtue and 
grace which are suitable to His spiritual birth therein and to His 
abiding presence there. 





*The prescribed ceremonial and the spirit of the Enthronement 
are explained in our booklet, Enthronement of the Sacred Heart and 
Night Adoration in the Home. 10¢ per copy. 
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This spirit of preparing for the coming of our Savior into our 
hearts and souls, into our homes and daily lives, which we look for- 
ward to on Christmas, is admirably expressed in a well-known prayer 
of M. Olier, the saintly founder of the Sulpicians. 


The prayer begins: O Jesus, LIVING IN Mary, COME AND LIVE IN 
THY SERVANTS. — After our Blessed Mother had given her consent 
to the incarnation, Jesus truly lived within her. He, the Son of God, 
entirely possessed her, and she permitted herself to be wholly governed 
by His Divine action within her. If Jesus is to live in us, we must 
form Him in our souls in a spiritual manner by prayer and the exer- 
cise of His virtues. We cannot act independently of Him, but, like 
Mary, we must give ourselves wholly to Him as His servants, surrender- 
ing ourselves absolutely to His will and good pleasure. 

This we can do most effectively by making Him the King of our 
home. We may then fittingly paraphrase this petition to read: “O 
Jesus, living in and with Mary, come and live in our hearts and in 
our home...” for the enthronement is in reality just such an invitation 
to the Sacred Heart of our Divine King. To enthrone Him in our 
homes and faithfully observe the suggestions of Father Mateo (the 
Apostle of the Enthronement) regarding the homage to be rendered 
Him by prayer before His picture, the practice of intimate union with 
Him by sharing with Him all our joys and sorrows, consulting Him 
in all our difficulties, asking Him to bless our projects and under- 
takings, thanking Him for blessings bestowed, rendering Him love and 
reparation by observing Christian modesty and practicing the virtues, 
frequently assisting at Holy Mass and receiving Him in Holy Com- 
munion, is at the same time a very powerful means of establishing 
the reign of Jesus in our hearts, for such is indeed the whole object 
of the Enthronement. And this is likewise the beginning of His social 
reign; for, once He has become King of the individual members of 
many families, He will gradually extend His reign over all of society. 


The prayer continues: IN THE SPIRIT OF THY HOLINESS. — To 
be holy does not consist in having ecstasies or performing miracles, 
but in knowing and doing the will of God at all times and in all 
places. The spirit of holiness is a spirit of submission, a willingness 
to fulfil all that God desires of us, a perfect conformity to His Divine 
law and a willing accomplishment of His holy will in good or evil 
fortune, in sickness or in health, in poverty or in abundance, in pros- 
perity or adversity. It is this conformity to God in all things that 
the Enthronement chiefly seeks to attain. 


IN THE FULNESS OF THY STRENGTH: — Of ourselves, we can do 
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nothing, but this very nothingness constitutes our greatest claim on 
God. With God, we can do all things, for “when I am weak, ‘then 
I am strong,” says St. Paul, and if we humbly acknowledge our weak- 
ness and inability, God stoops down to us and accomplishes what we 
ourselves cannot accomplish. If we become holy it is by God’s strength. 
The Enthronement seeks to make us realize our dependency on God 
and at the same time makes us lean on His Divine power and strength. 

IN THE PERFECTION OF THY VIRTUES. — At baptism, the virtues 
of faith, hope and charity were infused into our souls. These, with 
the cardinal virtues, prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance, must 
be strengthened by prayer and practice. If we hope to attain to any 
proficiency in the exercise of them, we must have God’s help. The 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in our home is a constant reminder 
for us to turn to this Divine Friend and implore His grace, which will 
never be wanting to those who earnestly seek it. 

IN THE POWER OF THY TRUTH. — During the teachings of His 
public life, Jesus proclaimed Himself as “Truth.” He repeated His 
claim before the judgment seat of Pilate. If we would but take to 
heart His lessons and instructions, how quickly we would attain to 
union with Him! Holy Scripture shows God as a loving Father, full 
of tenderness and solicitude for mankind, and for every individual 
soul. If we would but frequently consider the lessons which Christ, 
the King of Truth, teaches us, how soon would we banish from our 
lives all that causes us to go astray from Eternal Truth. 

IN THE COMMUNION OF THY MYSTERIES. — This communication 
of the mysteries of the life of Our Lord comes to us gradually through- 
out the course of the year by the celebration of the feasts commemorat- 
ing them. The Enthronement is an immense help to enable the soul 
to live with Christ in His mysteries, to realize what special fruits are 
connected with the various mysteries and feasts and to garner them 
by frequent assistance at Holy Mass and reception of Holy Commun- 
ion, as also by special preparations made for the various feasts. 

SUBDUE EVERY HOSTILE POWER, IN THY SPIRIT. — St. Paul warns 
us that we are fighting against principalities and powers, the evil spirits 
of darkness and Satan’s agents upon earth. The anti-God campaign 
which the modern world is waging is not to be combated without the 
help of God. If we are to fight the good fight in this warfare, we 
must have the Spirit of God to guide us, and go forth manfully, taking 
the sword of Truth and the shield of Faith as our weapons of offense 
and defense. We need to live in a special way in intimacy with the 
Sacred Heart, under the eyes of Jesus and His Blessed Mother. This, 
again, is a special fruit of the Enthronement. 
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FOR THE GLORY OF THE FATHER. — The whole object of a Chris- 
tian’s life should be the glory of God. It is for this that we were 
created; this is the end of all of Our Lord’s teachings and sufferings. 
If we really strive to live according to the spirit of Jesus, He will 
enable us to grow more and more like to Himself, and in this consists 
the glory of the Father, that we be made conformable to the image 
of His Son. 

Those who live in homes consecrated to the Sacred Heart have 
an inestimable means of grace by which they may prepare the way 
of the Lord during Advent, for the image of Jesus enthroned is a 
constant reminder to destroy the sins by which we have offended God, 
and to turn to Him with our whole heart, dedicating ourselves to Him 
henceforward to accomplish His will in all things, and finally by of- 
fering to Him acts of love and reparation to make what satisfaction 
we can for our own and others’ offenses. May the coming of the 
glorious feast which commemorates the first coming of Christ into the 
world, find every heart and every home ready to welcome Him with 
tokens of love and to receive Him as its abiding Guest with all the 
fulness of His Divine Love. 


The Holy Souls Long to Behold the Face 
of Jesus 
ceo 






HE poignant cries for deliverance from the bondage of 
sin which the Church utters in her liturgy during the days 
> in which she awaits the coming of the promised Re- 
rN: deemer, have in them the note of yearning and desire 
BAS which characterizes the intense longing of the poor souls 
3 in purgatory for deliverance from their prison of pain. 

oo If we apply to the poor souls who await the coming of 

the Lord the sighs and groans, the pleas so full of hope 
and expectation, which abound in the prayers of the Church at this 
season, we will feel in ourselves a quickened desire to do what we can 
to bring them some relief and assistance. 

More than at other times of the year the Advent season attunes 
our hearts to sentiments of compassion for the waiting souls in purga- 
tory, and we keenly sense their poignant longing for deliverance. The 
beautiful “O antiphons” of the Magnificat for the days just prior to 
the great feast of the Nativity voice this longing hope in words of 
vivid imagery: “O Key of David, and Sceptre of the House of Israel, 
Thou that openest and no one shutteth, and shuttest, and no man 
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openeth: come, and loose the prisoner from the prison-house and him 
that sitteth in darkness from the shadow of death.” — “O Orient, bright- 
ness of the Eternal Light, and Sun of Justice, come and enlighten them 
that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death.” — “O Emmanuel, 
our King and Lawgiver, the desired of all nations, and their Savior, come 
and save us, O Lord, our God!”” — Come, and deliver us, and tarry 
not! 

This sympathy with the yearning of the poor souls for the Savior, 
which we feel so deeply, comes to us from the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. It is His grace which stirs us to compassionate the poor souls 
and give them the alms of our prayers, sacrifices, Communions, Masses 
and indulgences. Giving is as intimately connected with the thought 
of Christmas as is the Christ Child, for His coming is the giving 
of Himself, and it makes us want to give to others. It is an unspeak- 
able gladness to Him when we respond to His grace and give to others 
the alms of our charity and our prayers, and an equally great, if not 
greater, joy when we give suffrages for the poor souls. 

“All those countless throngs of souls are the dear and faithful 
spouses of Jesus,” says Father Faber. “Yet in what a strange aban- 
donment of supernatural suffering has His love left them! He longs 
for their deliverance; He yearns for them to be transferred from that 
land overclouded with pain to the bright sunshine of their heavenly 
home. Nevertheless, He has tied His hands, or nearly so. He gives 
them no more grace; He allows them no more time for penance; 
He prevents them from meriting... It is a thing to be meditated upon 
when we have said it — they depend almost more on earth than they 
do on heaven, more on us than on Him. So He has willed it... It 
is clear, then, that Jesus has His interests there. He wants His cap- 
tives released. Those whom He has redeemed, He bids us redeem — 
US, whom, if there be life at all in us, He has already redeemed... 
Jesus will not help Himself here because He loves to see us helping Him, 
and because He thinks our love will rejoice that He still leaves us 
something we can do for Him.” 

Further Father Faber says of the suffering soul: “It goes into 
purgatory with its eyes fascinated and its spirit sweetly tranquilized 
by the Face of Jesus, its first sight of the Sacred Humanity at the 
particular judgment which it has undergone. That vision abides with 
it still, and \beautifies the uneven terrors of its prison as if with per- 
petual silvery showers of moonlight, which seem to fall from the 
Savior’s loving eyes. In the sea of fire it holds fast by that image. The 
moment that in His sight it perceives its own unfitness for heaven, it 
wings its voluntary flight to purgatory, like a dove to her proper nest 
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in the shadows of the forest. There is no need of angels to convey 
it thither. It is its own free worship of the purity of God. 

“This is beautifully expressed in a revelation of St. Gertrude 
related by Blosius. The saint saw in spirit the soul of a religious who 
had passed her life in the exercise of the most lofty virtues. She was 
standing before Our Lord clothed and adorned with charity; but she 
did not dare to lift her eyes to look at Him. She kept them cast down 
as if she were ashamed to stand in His presence, and showed by some 
gestures her desire to be farther from Him. Gertrude marveled at 
this, and ventured to question Him: ‘Most merciful God, why dost 
Thou not receive this soul into the arms of Thine infinite charity? 
What are the strange gestures of diffidence which I behold in her?’ 
Then Our Lord stretched out His right arm, as if He would draw 
the soul nearer to Himself, but she, with profound humility and great 
modesty, retired from Him. The saint asked her why she fled from 
the embraces of a Spouse so worthy to be loved, and the religious an- 
swered her: ‘Because I am not yet perfectly cleansed from the stains 
which my sins left behind them; and even if He were to grant me in 
this state a free entrance into heaven, I would not accept it; for, all 
resplendent as I look to your eyes, I know that I am not yet a fit 
spouse for my Lord.’ 

“Oh, how solemn and subduing is the thought of that holy king- 
dom, that realm of pain... Beautiful region of the Church of God. 
What a scene is presented to our eyes when we gaze upon that con- 
secrated empire of sinlessness, and yet of keenest suffering! There is 
the beauty of those immaculate souls, and then the loveliness, yea, the 
worshipfulness of their patience, the majesty of their gifts, the dignity 
of their solemn and chaste suffering, the eloquence of their silence; the 
moonlight of Mary’s throne lighting up their land of pain and speech- 
less expectation; silver-winged angels voyaging through the deeps of 
that mysterious realm; and above all, that unseen Face of Jesus, which 
is so well-remembered that it seems almost to be seen! What a sinless 
purity of worship is here in this liturgy of hallowed pain! O world! 
O weary, clamorous, sinful world! who would not break away, if he 
could, like an uncaged dove, from thy perilous toils and unsafe pilgrim- 
age and fly with joy to the lowest place in that most pure, most safe. 
most holy land of suffering and of sinless love.” 

And who, we may add, would not, if he could, aid those holy 
souls to obtain a speedy passage from their land of suffering and 
painful waiting to the realm of everlasting bliss where hope gives 
way to possession and charity finds its perfect satisfaction in the 
enjoyment of Him who is the source of all joy. 
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The Birth of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ 


a sat Ta ad 
Great King! from heaven's high throne 
descending low, 
In Bethlehem’s stable born in cold and woe; 
Thou shiverest in a manger, Babe Divine! 


Much hast Thou borne for sins — how 
much for mine! 


UCH are the thoughts that well up in our hearts as we kneel 
beside the crib on Christmas night and contemplate the joy- 
ful mystery of the incarnation and nativity of the Son of 

God commemorated on that sacred night. Yes, the Divine Infant of 
Bethlehem came to break the bonds and the slavery of sin. He, the 
God of heaven, came Himself to save the souls of His people and 
to teach them the way to heaven. So the Apostle Paul tells us in the 
epistle of the first Mass of Christmas: 





The grace of God our Savior has appeared to all men, instructing 
us, in order that, rejecting ungodliness and worldly lusts, we may live 
temperately and justly and piously in this world: looking for the blessed 
hope and glorious coming of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
who gave Himself for us that He might redeem us from all iniquity 
and cleanse for Himself an acceptable people, pursuing good works. 


Let us in humility, gratitude and love, ponder this Divine mystery! 


The Moment of Jesus’ Birth* 


“How happy a moment it was for heaven and earth when our 
Divine Redeemer was born! What a new era then begins! How 
many graces are poured down from the Heavenly Father’s Heart upon 
the world, inveterate in evil; for now Jesus is one of us, in our very 
midst, and He has His place amongst the innumerable hosts of mankind. 
What astounding condescension! How can we busy ourselves with the 
trifles and vanities of this world, when the Faith provides our minds 
and hearts with such delights? 

“Mary and Joseph had sought in vain on Christmas eve to find a 
~ * From this point we quote from the beautiful work of Pere S. M. 


Giraud, Missionary Priest of Notre Dame de La Salette, entitled “‘Jesus 
Christ, Priest and Victim.” 
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shelter for the night. Refusals, and perhaps rough words, rewarded 
their inquiries. The night fell, and they had to leave Bethlehem for 
the country. Not far from the inhospitable town was a cave hollowed 
out in the rock, and it was used to shelter livestock. To this poor 
and comfortless place they betook themselves. The early hours of 
night dragged slowly on; then, at last, came midnight. Mary, well 
knowing the prodigy that was about to happen, was praying, and with 
her prayed the humble and gentle Joseph. Mary’s prayer grew more 
intimate. Her soul was at the same time prostrate at the feet of the 
Father in heaven and hidden in the Heart of her Divine Son. Her 
spiritual state is now raised higher than that of highest rapture; it 
goes beyond even the most beatific vision of the angels in heaven. It 
is a state of mind and heart, an ecstasy quite of an order apart. And 
at last comes the moment that outdoes all the ages, and even eternity 
itself, in glorifying the Father immeasurably and in bringing joy to 
our souls everlastingly. Jesus is born of Mary’s womb. As a bright 
beam of sunshine passes through pure crystal without affecting it, as 
Jesus Himself will one day arise gloriously from the tomb without 
breaking the seal or removing the stone, thus, in His lowly birth, He 
miraculously passes through His Mother’s immaculate womb, and lo! 
He is suddenly between her hands and her heart! And nothing, either 
in the heavenly speech of the angels above, or in the burning, ecstatic 
utterances of the saints, nothing can ever express what then took place 
in the soul of the Virgin Mary. Oh, unrivalled rapture! Oh, con- 
suming love creating a life that is Divine! Oh, new degree of union 
between the Son and His Mother! Let us be recollected and adore. 
And the Evangelist says with a noble simplicity, which seems impreg- 
nated with the Divine calmness of Jesus and His holy Mother: ‘And 
Mary wrapped Him up in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger!’ 

“Mary falls again into adoration: she is once more in an ecstasy, 
and in this ecstasy one wonder of grace succeeds another. Joseph joins 
in the prayer and adoration and homage and love of his holy Spouse. 
The shepherds soon arrive, and then the three Kings. They all find 
the Mother prostrate at her Infant’s feet, and all of them, like Joseph, 
join with her, that their prayer and worship and offerings may be 
worthy of Him who rests on the straw and reigns higher than the 
heavens. 

“Let us, too, draw near with Mary, and through Mary, and let 
us adore and praise and give thanks and love... Oh, how wonderful 
are the mysteries of our Faith. What exquisite ‘spectacles are offered 
by our holy beliefs! Oh, foretaste of the pleasure of our heavenly 
fatherland! 
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Jesus’ Crib Is an Altar — How He Therein Shows Himself 
As Priest and Victim 


“In His lowly and poor crib, the new-born Jesus offers Himself 
to His Heavenly Father as a Victim. He had done this at the first 
moment of His incarnation, and during the nine months in which He 
mysteriously abode in His Mother’s womb, and He will do so later 
on the fortieth day of His life on earth; but there are mysteries in 





**Let us learn from Jesus in the manger what account we ought to make of the 
things of the world.’’ — St. Francis de Sales. 


which the oblation of Himself is plainly revealed to us. And this is 
what happened at the time of His birth, according to the great Pope 
Benedict XIV in his commentary on the following words of St. Paul: 
‘Wherefore when He cometh into the world, He saith: “Sacrifice and 
oblation Thou wouldst not... Then said I: Behold I come!”’ The 
words ‘when He cometh into the world’ mean, according to the illus- 
trious Pope, the birth in time of the Son of God. 

“And this is why the Church ventures to give utterance to the 
feelings of the angels who chanted their Christmas hymn when Christ 
was born, for we find the following words in one of her Christmas 
antiphons: ‘When Our Lord was born, the choir of angels sang: 
“Salvation to our God who sitteth on the throne and, to the Lamb.”’ 
(Antiphon of Matins, Feast of the Circumcision.) By the Lamb is here 
signified Jesus, the Victim. 

“Thus, the crib is the first visible altar of our Divine Redeemer. 
On these rough planks, in a little straw which apparently had to be 
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won after justling with the animals, at the dead of night, Jesus, the 
true and only Priest of God the Father, offers Him the true and only 
Sacrifice worthy of His infinite majesty. His littleness, His weakness, 
the infirmities and failings of the human nature He has taken upon 
Himself, are in no way detrimental to the uplifting of His mind and 
the aspirations of His Heart; for His mind is free. Never will it be 
fuller of light, not even on Thabor, not even in the glories of the 
resurrection; and His Heart is as much on fire with the love of His 
Father and of the salvation of souls as it will be when the time comes 
for the institution of the Eucharist. 

“Thus does He ascend to the Father in an immeasurable love, 
rendering to Him in this uplifting all the love and homage which are 
His due. The sacrifice thus offered is perfect, whether on account of 
the personal worth of the Priest who offers it, or because of the ex- 
cellence of the Victim that is offered. The Priest who offers is the 
Son of God, not an adopted Son, but the true and only Son of God; 
and He is, indeed, the sole and single Priest of this unparalleled 
sacrifice. And the Victim offered is also the Son of God, not a son of 
His grace and goodness, such as we ourselves are, but His own and 
only Son by essence and nature, now clothed with mortal flesh. 

“What homage paid to the Father! What incomparable excel- 
lence in the adoration and praise and thanksgiving and other acts of 
worship proceeding from such a Priest and Victim and Son! What an 
altar, and how far surpassing in beauty and value the golden altar of 
the Old Testament was the crib wherein a new-born Babe rested upon 
a little straw! What hymns and canticles and sighs were those that 
arose from the Heart of Jesus, and how they were mingled with His 
wailing and tears! Now the Father is satisfied, and He looks down 
upon the earth, which originally lay under a curse, with loving eyes. 
The days of reconciliation have come. Angels may now chant their 
joyful strain: ‘Glory to God in the highest: and on earth peace to men 
of good will.’ 

“Let us adore this Priest, this Offerer of sacrifice, who, in His 
littleness as a new-born Babe, achieves such wonders. Let us adore this 
Victim in our stead before the Father, for we too are intended to be 
victims, but victims of the just wrath of an angry Judge. Let us give 
thanks, praise, and exalt our sweet Savior and Redeemer, the dear 
Infant who lies in the crib. 


Jesus, In His Crib-Altar, Is Mainly a Victim of Expiation 


“Everything proclaims Jesus the Victim of expiation: the poor, 
bare cave, the crib, the straw, the swaddling clothes, the cold, and all 
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the other sufferings and humiliations which accompany and distinguish 
the mysteries of His birth. St. John says: ‘All that is in the world is the 
concupiscence of the flesh, and the concupiscence of the eyes, and the 
pride of life’ (1 John ii. 16). Jesus comes to expiate the sins of the 
concupiscence of the flesh by His sufferings; the sins of cupidity (sig- 
nified by the concupiscence of the eyes) by His utter poverty, and the 
pride of life by His humiliations. Humiliation lies at the root of all 
the mysteries of our adorable Victim... Let us now reflect awhile 
upon the sufferings of our sweet Savior: these are, strictly speaking, 
the most striking characteristics of a Victim of expiation. 

“Those writers who have dealt with Our Lord’s sufferings in the 
crib say that they went beyond all we can imagine. Here we have not 
to do with moral sufferings arising from the thought of the sins of 
the world, but rather with bodily sufferings. The hard bed for the 
tender body, being bound like a prisoner in the swaddling clothes of 
infancy, the bitter cold of the night, all these things and others also, 
which were revealed to the saints, drew floods of tears from their eyes, 
and they tell us that what the holy Child of Bethlehem had to suffer 
is indescribable. 

“In general, the two chief causes of these sufferings, in addition 
to the express will of our sweet Victim, are considered to be the 
following: 

“]. The perfect understanding of the Infant Jesus, which made Him 
sensible of the least discomforts just because He was conscious of them. 

“2. The second cause of our dear Redeemer’s sufferings as He lay _ 
upon the straw at Bethlehem exposed to the midnight cold is the per- 
fection of His infant body. The more perfect a being is, the more it 
is hurt by any cause of suffering and pain, for its tenderness is more 
exquisite and its susceptibility all the greater. Animals suffer less than 
men, just because their bodies are less perfect than those of men. 
Now, among all men, Jesus, whose adorable body was formed of the 
pure blood received from Mary, was as to His body the most perfect 
of the children of Adam, and therefore the most sensible of the dis- 
comforts of life, hunger, thirst, cold, heat, and weariness. (Father 
Faber, Bethlehem; Thomas de Jesus, Sufferings.) 

“Let us now try to point out another and a higher and a deeper 
cause... Jesus came into the world mainly in order to be a Victim, 
and, in the circumstances in which He found our fallen human nature, 
He could only be a Victim of expiation. He was not only a Victim 
of adoration, of supplication, and of thanksgiving, as He would have 
been in case man had not fallen, supposing Him still to have become 
incarnate; but He was a Victim of expiation for the sins of all men. 
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“But we know that in the designs of God the Father revealed to 
us by St. Paul, and confirmed by the very circumstances of Our Lord’s 
life and death, Our Lord had to expiate not only by interior acts of 
worship, but also, and essentially, by suffering which was outward. 

“Hence it follows that when Jesus came into the world, He received 
from His Father and from the Holy Ghost a body meant to suffer, a 
body peculiarly adapted to suffering, a body which was, indeed, made 
for suffering. If we throw a stone into the fire, it is not consumed or 
reduced to ashes: Why? Because it is not fit for burning. If, how- 
ever, we put a little wood into the fire, it is soon burnt up, because 
wood is fit for burning. Well, our sweet and dear Victim was cast 
by His Father’s will into the burning fire of expiation and suffering, 
and because He offered no impediment to the action of the devouring 
fire, but on the contrary, in all respects, both in body and soul, was 
marvelously adapted for the burning, there is no extreme of suffering, 
no limit of anguish of soul or body, which He did not undergo. 

“And the Father made use of various means to transform Jesus 
into a Victim of perfect expiation in the various mysteries, choosing 
the cold of night as the means in the mystery of Bethlehem. Thus 
the crib at Bethlehem already anticipates the Cross of Calvary. And 
it is to win our love, it is for the salvation of our souls and to give us 
a share in the eternal glory and happiness of heaven, that Jesus from 
the very beginning of His mortal life accepts at the hand of His 
Heavenly Father and imposes upon Himself a life of pain and suffer- 
ing and of every sort of affliction. Oh, when shall we be moved by 


all His love to return our dear Victim love for love?” 
{ 0 { "4 - 





Address of the Most Reverend Edwin V. O’Hara, 
Bishop of Kansas City, Mo. 


On the occasion of the breaking of the ground for our new 
Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in Kansas City, October 13, 1945. 


rete 


Planting the Cross on the soil of North America, Christopher Columbus, 
in 1492, took possession of the new country in the name of Christ, our Redeemer. 
From the planting of the Cross came the fruits of Redemption to the natives 
of North America. Some of the most precious of these fruits are those produced 
by the “Tree of Life,” the Holy Eucharist. Similarly, a Cross was planted on 
virgin soil on October 13th, the day after Columbus Day, 1945. His Excellency, 
the Most Rev. Edwin V. O'Hara, in the name of Holy Mother Church, blessed 
a rustic 10-foot Cross and erected it on a site where an altar to Gop wITH us 
IN THE HOLY EUCHARIST will soon be reared. This ceremony was incorporated 
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by His Excellency in the program of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
Congress held in Kansas City, Missouri, from October 12 to 14. From a 
draped platform, Bishop O'Hara took possession of the several-acre tract in the 
name of the Church and of the Benedictine Congregation of Perpetual Adoration 
of Clyde, Missouri. Attending the ceremony were several Monsignori of the 
city and twenty-five local and visiting priests, about seventy-five members of 
religious sisterhoods and about four hundred of the laity. ; 


HE first ceremony this afternoon will be the taking possession 

of this site by the raising of the Cross. When the missionaries 
come to a country, the first thing they do is to take possession; we 
are taking possession of this site in the Name of our Divine Redeemer 
and we are erecting the Cross first. So we shall raise the Cross and 
give the blessing. 

This is an historic occasion in the progress of our holy religion, 
the taking possession in the Name of our Divine Savior of this location 
where His Name will be invoked; where a temple will be erected to 
His honor and where prayers will be poured forth day and night to 
our Lord and Savior in the Blessed Sacrament. It is fitting first that 
we should erect the Cross, because in a Chapel of Perpetual Adoration 
it is the Cross of Christ and Christ Crucified that is perpetually com- 
memorated. The Mass is the Commemoration of the Sacrifice of the 
Cross. The Eucharist looks to the Last Supper and to Good Friday. 
So we raise the standard of Christ here as it has been raised on tens 
of thousands of other sites in the centuries since the Apostles turned 
their steps from Jerusalem on the Jordan, from Rome on the Tiber, 
and lifted the standard of the Cross in every populous community 
which they visited. This Cross symbolizes and represents the meaning 
of the entire ceremony and the lives of the Sisters whose Convent will 
be here, and whose Chapel will be opened to the adoration of the 
faithful. 

We are happy that within such a short period the little Chapel 
which has been opened on Rockhill Road, has already been found in- 
adequate for the needs of the faithful in Kansas City... 

We are happy that such a magnificent location has been secured 
by the Benedictine Sisters for the Chapel. It is fitting that such a 
Chapel should be withdrawn from the noise of the street, where people 
can have spiritual refreshment; a retreat from the world where people 
may come and retire for a time to rest with Our Lord. And so the 
Chapel will be set back from the street, that we may forget our busi- 
ness cares and worries and spend an hour with our Divine Lord. 

As I look over this site, which is very similar to the approach to 
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Mount Calvary, — sometimes we think of Mount Calvary as a great 
mountain; as a matter of fact, it is a hill about like this above the | 
city of Jerusalem, — we can well believe in the days to come that 
there will be a Way of the Cross winding its way along this elevation 
where the multitude may come to make an outdoor Way of the Cross 
and commune with the Crucified Christ. It is a good thing when think- 
ing of this Eucharistic Shrine to realize that the message of Christ 
is a message of self-denial. All that is the meaning of the Crucifix; 
that we are called to deny our merely bodily appetites in order that 
we may be united with Christ. 

So this afternoon we are going to have the little ceremony of 
breaking the first sod, because we look forward in the immediate future 
to the beginning of construction on this location. It is with great 
joy that we congratulate the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adora- 
tion, their multitude of friends and those who have been brought closer 
to Christ in the Blessed Sacrament through their Chapel. ll the 
priests join with us in our felicitations to the Sisters. 

The Holy Eucharist is the very center of our lives. The Mass is 
all that matters. In the celebration that we are having these days, 
this ceremony is fitting. Pope Pius X, whose memory we are commemo- 
rating during these days of our meeting, is the Pope of the Eucharist. It 
was he who opened the treasures of the Eucharist to little children. 
He told them to come frequently to Holy Communion. It was he 
who told the laity to share the Mass with the priests; that they are 
not passive observers, but active co-operators with the priest in the 
Sacrifice of the Mass. 

I remember over in France, during the first World War, we were 
asked to go to Mount Martre, the great Basilica of the Sacred Heart, 
to be with the French soldiers and spend the night before Our Lord 
exposed on the altar, in reparation for the sins of mankind. Such a 
shrine will be here, because in the modern world reparation is the 
most necessary thing, reparation for the outrages that are offered to 
God by the utter forgetfulness, by the sinfulness, by the negligence of 
the world. 

So we proceed to take the spade on this site which will be near 
the altar and turn the first sod, permitting the architect and contractor 
to make their plans and to erect here an edifice which every Catholic 
will love and of which the entire city will be proud. 


The ceremony ended with the singing of “Holy God, We Praise 
Thy Name” by all present. 
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Golden Jubilee of the Crowning of Our Ladp 
of Guadalupe 


ope pee 


ORE than three hundred thousand persons from all 
walks of life gathered on October 12th at the re- 
nowned shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, on Tepeyac 
hill in Mexico City, to participate in the solemn and 
colorful ceremonies attending the Golden Jubilee 
Celebration of the Solemn Pontifical Coronation of 
the miraculous image of Our Lady which took place on October 12, 1895. 
Pope Pius XII was represented through his legate, His Eminence 
Rodrigue Cardinal Villeneuve, Archbishop of Quebec, who at his arrival 
in Mexico City was accorded a welcome by so dense a crowd eager to 
receive his blessing, that the Archbishop of Mexico, the Most Reverend 
Luis Maria Martinez, experienced difficulty in reaching the automobile 
of the distinguished visitor. Assisted and accompanied by seventy-six 
archbishops and bishops, from all over the American continent, the 
United States, Canada, and all the Latin-American republics, the Papal 
Legate, on October 12, placed a golden sceptre at the feet of the Virgin 
of Guadalupe in recognition of her Queenly authority. Pontifical Mass- 
es were celebrated at the Basilica and thousands of pilgrims visited 
the miraculous image day and night. At night crowds bearing torches 
walked in procession up the four-mile avenue leading from the city to 
the Basilica. The celebration lasted for several days, during which 
an Inter-American Marian Congress, assembled for the occasion, studied 
the influence that the Virgin of Guadalupe has had on the Christian life 
of the Americas. During the celebration, from September 30 to October 
13, more than two and a half million people visited the Basilica. 

In order to commemorate in a worthy manner the Golden Jubilee 
of the Coronation, the bishops of Mexico last year declared the period 
from October 12, 1944 to October 12, 1945 a Guadalupean Year. In 
practically every town of the country, Our Lady of Guadalupe has been 
receiving special honors and manifestations of filial devotion from her 
beloved Mexicans. Triduums and novenas in all the parish churches, 
veneration of Our Lady in the homes, diocesan Guadalupean Congresses, 
frequent and numerous pilgrimages from the different states to the 
Basilica at Tepeyac are among the many activities that developed to 
honor Our Lady of Guadalupe during the Jubilee Year, as well as to 
prepare for the Inter-American Marian Congress mentioned above. 





The Apparitions of Our Lady of Guadalupe 


The history of Our Lady of Guadalupe dates from the year 1531, 
when the Blessed Virgin appeared to a poor Indian convert, Juan 
Diego, and requested him to inform the bishop that she desired a shrine 
built to her on the spot of the apparitions. The first apparition took 
place on December 9, when the Indian was on his way to assist at Holy 
Mass very early in the morning. As he approached the foot of Tepe- 
yac hill, near Mexico City, he seemed to hear the sound of music, like 
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many birds singing. Looking up, he saw a brilliant white cloud from 
which shone a ray of light, forming a halo in which were all the colors 
of the rainbow. Dazzled by the sight, Juan was still more astonished 
to hear a sweet voice call his name. He hastened to climb the hill, and 
on reaching its summit beheld a beautiful lady around whom shone a 
light which made the stones and bushes sparkle like stars. Addressing 
herself to him, the apparition said: “Know, my son, my much beloved 
one, that I am the ever Virgin Mary, Mother of the true God, who is 
the Author of life, the Creator of all things, the Lord of heaven and 
earth, present everywhere. And it is my wish that here there be raised 
to me a temple in which, as a loving Mother to thee and those like 
thee, I shall show my tender clemency and the compassion I feel for 
the natives and for those who love and seek me, for all who implore 
my protection, who call on me in their labors and afflictions; and in 
which I shall hear their weeping and their supplications, that I may 
give them consolation and relief. And that my will may be accom- 
plished, thou hast to go to the city of Mexico and to the palace of the 
bishop who resides there and tell him that I have sent thee and that 
I wish a temple to be raised to me in this place. Thou shalt report 
what thou hast seen and heard; and be assured that I will repay what 
thou dost for me in the charge I give thee; for it will make thee great 
and renowned. Now thou hast heard, my son, my wish. Go in peace, 
remembering that I shall reward thy labor and diligence. In this, 
therefore, employ all the strength thou art able.’ 

Prostrating himself, the Indian replied that he was the humble 
servant of Mary and would do as she bade him. Then departing with 
profound reverence, he went straight to the city and to the palace of 
the prelate, who was the illustrious Don Fray Juan de Zumarraga, 
the first bishop of Mexico, and asked to see the bishop. The servants 
kept him waiting a long time, but finally they showed him into the 
room where the bishop was waiting, and falling on his knees in his 
presence, Juan delivered his message. The bishop heard his story with 
astonishment, but gave little credit to it, thinking it mere imagination 
on the part of the Indian, or perhaps a delusion of the demon. But 
he questioned Juan closely, and finding all his answers consistent, told 
him he would hear him more at length and consider it if he came back 
after some days. The Indian was sad and disconsolate both because 
he was not believed and because the will of the Virgin Mary who had 
sent him was not fulfilled. 

The evening of the same day, about sunset, as Juan Diego was 
returning to his village and passing by the same height on which he 
had seen and spoken to Our Lady in the morning, he found her waiting 
for the answer to her message. Juan explained how he was not believed 
and besought her to send a more fit ambassador than he. But Mary 
ordered him to go back in the morning to speak once more to the 
bishop, and tell him that the one who sent him was the Virgin Mary, 
Mother of the true God. Juan promised to obey and to return at 
sunset the next evening to give the answer. After assisting at Mass 
the following morning, which was Sunday, December 10, he again 
obtained admittance to the bishop’s presence, and in his simple manner 
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told him that he had seen the Virgin a second time and that she had 
again commanded him to have a church built in her honor. The bishop 
told him that he believed his story, but desired some sign by which 
he might know it was really the Mother of God. Then, dismissing him, 
the bishop instructed some servants to follow and note what happened. 
The servants did as they were bidden, but the Indian suddenly dis- 
appeared, and no trace could be found of him, so they returned and 
informed the bishop that Juan was deceiving him and should be 
punished. 

In the meantime Juan went to the spot where the Blessed Virgin 
was awaiting him and kneeling at her feet repeated what the bishop 
had said. With great tenderness Our Lady bade him come to her the 
next day, saying she would give him the sign for which the bishop 
asked. Juan promised to return, but on reaching home found his 
uncle, who was like a father to him, very ill. So he remained to care 
for him until the second day, by which time the uncle had grown sick 
unto death and he decided to get a priest to administer the last sacra- 
ments. As he drew near the hill, he remembered that he had not kept 
his promise, and fearing to be reproached as well as to be delayed in his 
mission, he took another path, and was hurrying on when he saw the 
Blessed Virgin coming down the hill to meet him. The Indian humbly 
explained the cause of his failure to come the day before and his urgent 
mission, upon which the Blessed Virgin told him that his uncle was 
cured, and that he should go to the top of the hill and gather the 
roses blooming there, and should put them in his mantle and bring them 
to her. 

Since it was winter, and the place indicated was moreover a rocky 
ledge, Juan did not expect to find blooming flowers, but he obeyed, and, 
to his surpise, found a beautiful rose bush with fresh, fragrant and dew- 
ey roses. Having plucked them, he returned to Our Lady who arranged 
the roses in his mantle and bade him carry them to the bishop, but to 
allow no one else to see them. When the mantle was opened in the 
presence of the bishop, the sweet-smelling roses, wet with dew, fell to 
the floor and on the mantle itself appeared a beautiful picture of the 
Immaculate Mother of God. 

The bishop upon seeing these prodigies was forced to acknowledge 
the finger of God, and kneeling, venerated the picture, after which he 
had it carried to his private chapel. On that same day, the Blessed 
Virgin appeared also to Juan Diego’s uncle, and after restoring him 
to health, as she had assured Juan she would, she told him that the 
picture should be known as Holy Mary of Guadalupe, but gave no 
reason for the title. As soon as possible a temporary chapel was 
built, and the picture was exposed in it for veneration. The first 
chapel, however, did not satisfy the devotion of the people, and another 
was erected in 1622. This, in turn, was replaced by a magnificent 
church in 1709, which Pius X raised to the dignity of a Basilica in 1904. 

The miraculous picture is on coarsely woven Indian cloth, which 
naturally should have disintegrated long ago. Artists cannot explain 
how the image could have been placed on the material and are equally 
puzzled by its marvelous tints and perfect proportions. The Blessed 
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Virgin appears as a young Indian maiden, whose eyes are modestly 
lowered over her prominent cheek bones, her hands are folded in the 
attitude of prayer, and her form is garbed in a rose-colored tunic and 
blue mantle sown with stars. She stands on a crescent of the moon, 
beneath which appears an angel figure. 


The greatest veneration has been shown throughout the centuries 
to the miraculous picture, but without doubt the coronation ceremonies 
of October 12, 1895, had no precedent. On this occasion, a magnifi- 
cent crown, standing two and a half feet high and measuring four feet 
in circumference, the base of which is composed of twenty-two enameled 
shields, representing the twenty-two dioceses of Mexico, was placed on 
the Virgin’s head during a ceremony in which forty archbishops and 
bishops from various parts of Mexico and the United States, hundreds 
of priests and over 50,000 of the laity took part. The original picture 
showed a crown drawn on Our Lady’s head, but this miraculously dis- 
appeared after the coronation, as if Our Lady desired to manifest her 
pleasure and her acceptance of the crown. It is this coronation that 
the Golden Jubilee Year commemorated. 


Devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe has spread far beyond Mexican 
borders even unto European countries and Palestine. In 1901, at the 


’ close of the Pan-American Congress, delegates of the American nations 


in a beautiful ceremony recognized her as patroness of America, and 
by a special decree, Pius X, on August 24, 1910, bestowed upon her 
the official title. Her feast is kept on December 12. During the present 
year, which marks the 397th anniversary of his death, steps have been 
taken towards Juan Diego’s beatification. 


Retraction of Calles Reported 


T the height of the Guadalupean celebration — so says a recent 

newspaper report — Plutarco Elias Calles, former President of 
Mexico, who was responsible for the most bitter persecution of the 
Church in Mexican history, issued a public retraction carried by all 
the newspapers in the Capital, saying that the gravest mistake he had 
ever made was to persecute the Church. Calles died on October 19, 
just a week after making his retraction. 


About a year and a half ago it was reported that Calles had issued 
a statement, saying that he withdrew all his condemnations against the 
Church, and that he would use his influence in trying to abolish the 
anti-Catholic laws which are still in effect. As nothing further was 
reported in the interim, it was feared that this report was false, but 
now comes the heartening news of his public retraction just before his 
death. In this connection it will be interesting to note that the re- 
nowned Jesuit, Father Pro, who suffered martyrdom under Calles (an 
account of which was given in our November issue), is said to have 
offered his life for the conversion of Calles. About two months before 
his death, when offering Holy Mass secretly in a camouflaged convent, 
Father Pro said to the nuns: ‘At this Mass I shall offer myself as a 
victim for the salvation of Calles.” After making his thanksgiving, 
he remarked: “I believe God has accepted my offering.” 
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Know and Explain Vour Catholic Faith 


Et 
The Apostles’ Creed 


ARTICLE IX — THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY 
Continued 


"a 


HUS, according to St. Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis 
7: and foundation of our Catholic Faith, and the pledge of the 

future resurrection of all mankind. In the text quoted, St. Paul 
establishes the necessary connection of the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
with that of His members, as a natural outcome of the doctrine of the 
Mystical Body of Christ. Our resurrection, he argues, is just as certain 
as that of Christ, because we are members of His Mystical Body; for 
the closest union connects the members with their head, and it is im- 
possible to conceive Christ, risen and glorified in His Humanity, without 
associating with the glories of His resurrection the faithful who are 
incorporated in Him by faith and grace. Christ’s triumph over death is 
also our triumph, and to deny that we shall rise again would be to 
deny at the same time that Christ rose from the dead. 

As death is the punishment of sin, in which we all must share as 
children of Adam, so also, St. Paul reasons, if we are faithful to Christ, 
the second Adam, in whom we were spiritually reborn in baptism, we 
shall also share in His resurrection and in His triumph over death. 
“For since by a man came death, by a man also comes resurrection of 
the dead. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made to 
live...’’ And he adds, “‘the last enemy to be destroyed will be death...’ 
(1 Cor. xv. 21, 22, 26). Our resurrection is a part of our redemption, 
and completes the work of redemption in each one of us. 

As a matter of fact, it appears as if Our Lord wished to demon- 
strate this truth by the events which occurred at His own resurrection, 
as related by St. Matthew: ‘“‘And the tombs were opened, and many 
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep arose; and coming forth out 
of the tombs after His resurrection, they came into the holy city, and 
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appeared to many” (Matt. xxvii. 52-54). It is the belief of eminent 
theologians (including St. Thomas) ) that these persons ascended bodily 
into heaven with Christ and enjoy in anticipation the privilege which 
will be that of all the just after the general resurrection — that of 
being in heaven with body and soul, 

And just as our Lord Jesus Christ arose from the dead with His 
own body — the body in which He had lived, suffered and died — 
as witnessed by the marks of His wounds, now glorious for all eternity, 
so we, too, shall arise with our own bodies in which we now live and 
work out our salvation. 

Certainly no further proof is needed to demonstrate the possibility 
of the resurrection, which can present no difficulty to any serious mind. 
However, to complete the testimony deduced, we may mention also the 
three instances recorded in the Old Testament of the raising of the dead 
to life: The son of the widow of Sarepta (3 Kings xvii. 22); the 
child of the Sunamite woman (4 Kings iv. 34); and the man cast into 
the tomb of Eliseus (4 Kings xiii. 21). Here, as in the case of the 
New Testament, there may also have been other instances which are 
not recorded. 

In the vision of Ezechiel (ch. xxxvii) we are given a very graphic 
picture of the resurrection, not merely of one person, but of a whole 
army. The prophet tells us that he was one day carried in spirit to the 
midst of a plain of boundless extent. There He beheld heaps of dry 
bones without number, scattered over the vast plain. Then God spoke 
to him: “Command these bones and speak to them in My Name: 
command them to arise.’”’ The prophet obeyed, and in a moment a 
strange sight presented itself to his eyes. The dead bones began to 
move. With a great clatter they came together, joint to joint; nerves 
and muscles appeared on them and soon they were covered with flesh 
and skin; then the Spirit of God breathed on them and they sprang to 
their feet, and in a moment the whole plain was swarming with living 
human beings. Thus God showed how, by His almighty power, bodies 
that,had crumbled to dust and mingled with other substances could be 
brought back to life. 

Not only did our Lord Jesus Christ Himself exercise the power of 
raising the dead, but He communicated this power also to His Apostles 
and disciples. We read, for example, of the raising of Tabitha by St. 
Peter (Acts ix. 40) and of Eutychus by St. Paul (Acts xx. 10). Many 
of the saints, too, received this power, as witnessed by the history of 
their lives. 


Reasons for the Resurrection of the Body 


Reason likewise raises its voice in support of the Church’s teaching 
on the resurrection of the dead. Man is a being composed of body and 
soul; the body and soul were made for each other, and the human per- 
sonality is not complete when they are disunited. By its very nature 
the soul dwells in the body and animates it; and after its separation 
from the body at death, the soul retains its inclination and its desire 
to be united with the body. Even though the soul finds in heaven all 
the happiness it can desire, its happiness will be increased when it takes 
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possession again of the body which it inhabited on earth. Thus, as St. 
Thomas argues, it is against the nature of the soul to be without the 
body; and since nothing that is against nature can be lasting, the soul 
will not exist forever without the body. 


St. Alphonsus expresses the same truth in his Moral Discussions: 
“Beatitude is the last end of men, but beatitude cannot be attained in 
this life; the Lord therefore has ordained that men should enjoy it 
forever in the next. But man would not enjoy complete beatitude if 
the soul were not again to be united to the body. For, since the body 
is a part of human nature, the soul without the body would be only a 
part of man, and not the entire man. Hence man naturally desires the 
complete perfection of his beatitude; without it, his desire would not be 
perfectly satiated.” 

This natural desire of the soul for union with its body does not, 
however, mar its happiness, because, being wholly submitted to the 
slightest desire of God, whom it loves above everything, it accepts with 
joy the separation demanded by Him for as long a time as He ordains. 
Thus, although the soul could be happy without the body, and has no 
strict claim to reunion with it, to be eternally separated from it would 
nevertheless be contrary to its nature. 

Another reason assigned by St. Thomas for the resurrection of the 
body is that it has been ordained by God in order that the wicked and 
the good may be judged, and that each may receive a reward in soul 
and body proportioned to his merits and demerits. As the bodies of the 
just participated with their souls in the virtues which they practiced, in 
the good works which they performed and in their penances and suf- 
ferings, it is only just that they should also participate in the recom- 
pense which the souls shall receive and in their eternal happiness in 
heaven. And as the bodies of the wicked participated with their souls 
in the commission of sin, in the violation of God’s commandments, so it 
is just that they should be sharers in the soul’s everlasting torments. 
“For all of us must be made manifest before the tribunal of Christ,” 
says St. Paul, “so that each one may receive what he has won through 
the body, according to his works, whether good or evil’ (2 Cor. v. 10). 


Finally, the resurrection of the bodies of mankind will make 
Christ’s victory more complete. For He triumphed not only over sin 
and Satan, but also over death, which is their work and which they 
introduced into the world. “But when this mortal body puts on im- 
mortality” (again we quote St. Paul), “then shall come to pass the 
word that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory. O Death, 
where is thy victory? O Death, where is thy sting?’”’ (1 Cor. xv. 
54, 55.) 

Although the resurrection of the body is a reasonable doctrine, it 
is nevertheless in the fullest sense miraculous, to be attributed solely to 
the omnipotence of God, and not to the operation of natural causes. 
God could indeed have refrained from decreeing our resurrection, with- 
out infringing on any of His attributes; but since He has decreed to 
raise our bodies from the dead, we may affirm that His wisdom, His 
mercy, His power and His justice, His goodness, and indeed all His 
attributes, are glorified thereby. 
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Absolute Atomic Identity Not Necessary 


As we have already mentioned, the Church teaches that we shall 
arise in the same bodies in which we now exist. Theologians hold, how- 
ever, that there need not be an absolute atomic identity, but that there 
should be such an identity as is characteristic of the earthly life, where 
the human body is from day to day repaired by its organic activity; 
and although, in manhood, not a single atom remains of those which 
the body possessed in youth, it is nevertheless the same body. In the 
Same manner, at the general resurrection God need not bring together 
all the elements that belonged to each body, but such as are necessary to 
identify each person. 

“There is a threefold identity in the risen man,’’ says Father Con- 
way, “which makes him the same human person he was from birth: 
identity of soul, identity of bodily life, and identity of the ultimate 
material substance of his body. All Catholic theologians agree that 
there is complete identity of soul, for the soul is the chief factor in 
determining personal identity. All agree also in holding that the giving 
back of man’s bodily life is the very heart of the resurrection miracle 
and mystery. But while the majority of theologians are in favor of the 
identity of matter in man’s natural and risen state, a minority holds 
that such material identity is unnecessary. We are well aware that 
the material substance of which the body is composed is continually 
changing, but reason and experience tell us that this ever continuing 
process in no way interrupts the vital identity of the body from infancy 
to old age.”’ (‘‘The Question Box,” p. 379.) 

Theologians hold also that God will make good any defects in the 
body, and will remedy all imperfections; that all men will arise again 
in the age of perfect youth, so that children will be brought forward to 
this age, and old people will be brought back. According to St. Thomas 
this will be about the age of thirty years, when men and women have 
reached the perfection of physical development. 

St. Augustine has written some encouraging words on this subject: 
“There will be no deformity of body. If some have been over-burdened 
with flesh, they will not resume its entire weight, since all that exceeds 
the proper proportion will be deemed superfluous. On the other hand, 
should the body be wasted by disease or old age, or be emaciated from 
any other cause, it will be repaired by the Divine power of Christ, who 
will not only restore the body to us, but will repair whatever it shall 
have lost through the wretchedness of this life.”’ 

Not all will be the same size, according to St. Thomas. Some will 
be small, some large, some short, others tall, but none too tall or too 
small, for these would be defects. St. Thomas, St. Augustine and other 
theologians inferred all this from Holy Scripture, especially from the 
writings of St. Paul, as for example from the epistle to the Philippians, 
in which he wrote: ‘‘He will refashion the body of our lowliness, con- 
forming it to the body of His glory by exerting the power by which He 
is able also to subject all things to Himself” (iii. 21). 


To be continued 


MkeKHKe 
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The Sacrament and the Virtue of Penance 


Concluded 
From “Christ, the Life of the Soul,” by Dom Columba Marmion, 0O.S.B. 
mKekeke 
OREOVER, that is indeed the intention of the Church. After the 
priest, Christ’s minister, has imposed the necessary satisfaction, 
and, by absolution, has washed our souls in the Divine Blood, 
he repeats these words over us: “May whatever of good thou dost, and 
evil thou bearest, be to thee for the remission of thy sins, the increase 
of grace, and the reward of everlasting life.” This prayer is not es- 
sential to the sacrament, but as it has been ordained by the Church, 
besides containing teaching that the Church assuredly desires to see 
us put into practice, it has the value of a sacramental. 

By this prayer, the priest gives to our sufferings, to our acts of 
satisfaction, of expiation, of mortification, of reparation and patience 
which he thus links and unites with the sacrament, a special efficacy 
which our faith should not neglect to consider. 

“For the remission of thy sins.” — The Council of Trent teaches 
on this subject a very consoling truth. It tells us that God is so 
munificent in His mercy that not only the works of expiation that the 
priest imposes on us, or that we ourselves choose, but even all the 
sufferings inherent to our condition here below, all the temporal ad- 
versities which God sends or permits and we patiently support, serve, 
through Christ’s merits, as satisfaction with the Eternal Father. (Sess. 
XIV Chap. 9.) That is why — I cannot too often recommend it to 
you — it is an excellent and most fruitful practice when we present 
ourselves to the priest, or rather to Jesus Christ, in order to accuse 
ourselves of our sins, to accept in expiation all the pains, all the annoy- 
ances, all the disappointments which may befall us; and still more, to 
resolve at the moment on such or such a special act of mortification, 
however slight it may be, which we will accomplish until our next 
confession. 

Fidelity to this practice, which enters so well into the spirit of 
the Church, is very profitable. To begin with, it removes the danger 
of routine. A soul that, by faith, thus plunges itself again into the 
consideration of the greatness of this sacrament in which the Blood 
of Jesus is applied to us, and with an intention full of love, offers to 
bear patiently, in union with Christ on the Cross, all that happens 
that is hard, difficult, painful or disappointing in life, such a soul is 
impervious to the rust which with many people accompanies frequent 
confession. Secondly, this practice is an act of love extremely pleasing 
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to Our Lord because it is a mark of our willingness to share the suffer- 
ings of His Passion, the most holy of His mysteries. Finally, being 
frequently renewed, it helps us to acquire little by little that true 
spirit of penance, so necessary in order to become like to Jesus, our 
Head and our Model. 

After saying, “May whatever good thou dost and evil thou bearest 
be to thee for the remission of thy sins,” the priest adds: “And the 
increase of grace.” I have said that death is here the prelude to life. 
Our Lord Himself says that the grain of wheat must first die in the 
ground before it can germinate and bring forth the fruit of the harvest 
which the householder will gather into his barns. (John xii. 24.) This 
life will become so much the more fruitful, grace will so much the 
more abound, in proportion as abnegation has reduced, weakened, 
diminished the obstacles opposed to its free growth. For, always 
remember this important truth, holiness is for us of an essentially 
supernatural order, and God is its source; the more our souls, by means 
of mortification, free themselves from sin and are detached from self 
and creatures, the more the Divine action is powerful within us. Christ 
tells us so; He even tells us that His Father makes use of suffering 
to render the life of the soul more fruitful: “I am the Vine, and My 
Father is the Husbandman; you are the branches. Every branch that 
beareth fruit, My Father will purge that it may bring forth more fruit. 
In this is My Father glorified, that you bring forth much fruit” (John 
xv. 1-8). When the Eternal Father sees that a soul, already united to 
His Son by grace, resolutely desires to give herself fully to Christ, He 
wills to make life abound in her and to increase her capacity for 
receiving it. To do this, He Himself enters into this work of renun- 
ciation and detachment, because that is the preliminary condition of 
our fruitfulness. He prunes away all that could prevent the life of 
Christ from producing its full effects; all that is an obstacle to the 
Divine sap. Our corrupt nature contains roots that tend to produce 
evil fruits; by the repeated and deep sufferings He permits or sends, 
by humiliations and contradictions, God purifies us, digs and ploughs 
up the ground of our souls, as it were, detaches us from creatures, 
and empties us of self that we may produce numerous fruits of life 
and holiness; “He will purge it that it may bring forth more fruit.” 

Finally, the priest says: “May all these things be to thee for the 
reward of everlasting life.” After having restored order here below 
so that the life of Christ may grow and increase within us, our suffer- 
ings, our acts of expiation, our efforts to do good, assure to our souls a 
share in heavenly glory. Recall to your minds the conversation of the 
two disciples on the way to Emmaus on the morrow of the Passion. 
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Dismayed by the death of the Divine Master, which seemingly put an 
end to their hopes of the reign of the Messias, and being yet ignorant 
of the resurrection of Jesus, they confide their deep disappointment 
to one another. Christ comes up to them under the guise of a stranger, 
and asks them the subject of their discourse. And after having listened 
to the expression of their disillusionment, “Sperabamus — we hoped. . .” 
He immediately says in reproach, “O foolish and slow of heart to 
believe! Qught not Christ to have suffered these things and so to 
enter into His glory?” (Luke xxiv. 26.) It is the same for us; we 
must share in Christ’s sufferings if we are to share in His glory. 

This glory and beatitude will be immense. “For which cause 
we faint not,” writes St. Paul, “but though our outward man is corrupt- 
ed, yet the inward man is renewed day by day, for that which is at 
present momentary and light of our tribulation, worketh for us above 
measure exceedingly an eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. iv. 16, 17). He 
writes again: “And if sons, heirs also; heirs indeed of God and joint 
heirs with Christ; yet so, if we suffer with Him, that we may also be 
glorified with Him”; and he adds: “For I reckon that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory to 
come, that shall be revealed in us” (Rom. viii. 17, 18). Therefore, in 
the same measure in which “you partake of the sufferings of Christ, 
rejoice that when His glory shall be revealed, you may also be glad 
with exceeding joy” (1 Peter iv. 13). 

Courage then! I repeat with St. Paul. “Know you not,” he says, 
in allusion to the public games, the races in the arena that took place 
in his time, “ know you not that everyone that striveth for the mastery, 
refraineth himself from all things” so as to bear off the prize? And 
what was the prize? A crown of a day, while it is for an imperishable 
crown that we deny ourselves (1 Cor. ix. 24, 25), and this crown is 
to share forever in the glory and beatitude of our Head. 

Jesus Christ says: Here below you are in affliction; the world 
that knows Me not lives in pleasure, while, by a life of faith, you 
bear with Me the burden of the Cross; but I will see you again at 
the last day, “and your heart shall rejoice; and your joy no man 
shall take from you.” — “You shall lament and weep, but the world 
shall rejoice; and you shall be made sorrowful, but your sorrow shall 
be turned into joy... I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, 
—Anp Your Joy No Man SHALL Take From You! (John xvi. 20-22.) 


Spiritual Vitamin for December 
O holy Infant Jesus, living in Mary, live in my heart and grant 
me Thy pure and perfect love! 

















Little Lovers’ League 


MKOKOKe 


DVENT will soon be here once more, and our little friends 
will be busy preparing for the coming of the Infant 
Jesus. The Advent practice of building in our hearts a 
stable whose floors and walls and crib are different vir- 
tues is the finest imaginable preparation for Christmas. 

J The real preparation for this great and happy feast 
is always in our heart. What will our Little Lovers do this year? 

Will you try to go to Holy Mass each morning or several days a week? 

Will you obey daddy and mother and your teacher more promptly and 

cheerfully? Will you give up sweets during Advent? Will you try 
to do a kind act for someone every day? Will you study your lessons 
more diligently? Will you receive Holy Communion as often as you 
can? Will you say an extra prayer in honor of the Infant Jesus? Or 
make a visit to’ the Blessed Sacrament after school? Each one must 
decide what will most please Jesus. 

Above all, on Christmas Day, you must remember WHOSE birth- 
day it is that is making you so happy. Think of the wee Baby King, 
who had so few gifts in His life, and yet was the Gift of gifts to you 
and to all mankind. When you are kneeling before the crib in your 
church, or the one you have made at home, tell the Holy Infant that 
you make Him the gift of your heart. Copy out and memorize the 
following prayer which your dear patroness, the Little Flower, used 
to say, and say it when you receive Him in Holy Communion. 
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O Jesus, dear Holy Child, I give myself entirely to Thy 
every wish. I seek no other joy than that of calling forth Thy 
sweet smile. Grant me the graces and the virtues of Thy Holy 
Childhood, so that on the day of my birth into heaven the 


angels and saints may recognize Thy child. Amen. 


May you have a joyous, happy and holy Christmas, full of God’s 
choicest blessings! 

Now, just one more reminder of our dear Blessed Mother’s feast 
of the Immaculate Conception, on December 8. For the first time 
now in several years, this Christmas will be one of peace. Our Lady 
who is “Queen of Peace” helped us to make it so by ending the war. 
In thanksgiving for peace, receive Holy Communion on the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. And may our Immaculate Queen obtain for 
each of you the grace to keep from the least stain of sin so that her 
Divine Child will rejoice to repose in your heart on His Birthday. 


Ronny Gives a Present to Jesus 


OUR-year-old Ronny had begun to feel a little sad. He had been 
trying to help the older children trim the wonderful Christmas 
tree, but somehow or other everything he did went wrong. His 

brother, Bob, had pinned a beautiful picture of the Christ Child at the 
very top of the tree, and then all had stood around admiring it. Then 
Mary and Helen had begun to string popcorn on long threads, and to 
paint angel faces on the marshmallows that were to be hung on the 
tree, while Elsie rolled some gumdrops in the colored sugar. Ronny 
tried to help with the popcorn, but his little fingers always got pricked 
with the needle. So he decided to help Elsie with the candy, but it 
always seemed to go into his mouth instead of on the Christmas tree. 
Mary had lost patience with his marshmallow faces and said they 
didn’t look like angels at all. So there just didn’t seem to be anything 
that Ronny could do. 

The past few nights he had listened to the Christmas stories, 
which the children took turns in telling, — or he had tried to listen, 
at least, but four-year-olds get tired of sitting still so long, and he 
had been sent off to bed for wiggling and talking too much. MThe 
Christmas hymns were better, because he could at least jingle the bells 
while the others sang. During these days, too, there was that “‘mustn’t- 
go-in-room,”’ with an air of mystery behind its closed door. He had 
passed by the door just as often as he dared. He had seen boxes all 
wrapped up in tissue and ribbon piled there — just a glimpse of them, 
of course, because he couldn’t look closer when all he dared do was to 
take a peek when no one was watching. 

But on Christmas eve, when he stood before the beautifully lighted 
Christmas tree and saw all the gift boxes piled under it, a beautiful 
thought came into little Ronny’s heart. “Mommy,” he cried, clapping 
his hands, ‘“‘Mommy, I want to give a present to little Jesus!’”’ The 
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little Christ Child seemed to smile from the topmost bough as Ronny 
said this. And all of Ronny’s family grew thoughtful for a few mo- 
ments, trying to think what the present might be. It was suggested 
that he might say a little prayer, but then he could do that any day. 
And a Chrismas present had to be something special, so money for the 
collection box would not do either. But at last mother had an idea. 
Ronny could visit the Christmas crib in the church and light a vigil 
light in honor of the Infant Jesus. That would mean that his heart 
was all alight with ‘ove and the Divine Babe would surely appreciate 
such a gift from a little boy who was himself little more than a baby. 
So on Christmas morning Ronny was taken to the church, and was 
permitted to light the little red vigil light all by himself. How wonder- 
fully happy he felt! Christmas was such a wonderful time, because it 
was a day on which one received so many presents. Yet none of the 
many presents he received made Ronny’s heart half so happy as did 
the gift he gave to the Infant Jesus. Can you think why? 


Practice: Build a stable in your heart in which to welcome the 
Infant Jesus on Christmas Day by trying not to do anything that could 
displease Him, and by offering Him some token of your love, such as a 
little prayer or sacrifice, each day of Advent. 


Aspiration: O sweet, holy Infant Jesus, come and dwell in my 
heart! 


Contest on “My Favorite Mystery” 


Many excellent replies were received in the Rosary contest on “My Fa- 
vorite Mystery,” but not so many schools were represented as usual, and not 
so many individual letters were received as in the contest on the Blessed Sacra- 
ment in April. Perhaps you were too busy at the beginning of the school year. 
Just the same it was a hard task to select the winning letters from so many 
good ones, but at last, with the Blessed Mother’s help, we decided on the 
following. As you will notice, the pupils of Holy Cross School, East Bernard, 
Texas, and St. Mary's School, Higginsville, Missouri, stole nearly all the 
honors this time. Let us see if someone can get ahead of them next time! 


Group I — 10 years old or younger. 


PRIZE: Pauline Kubala, age 9, 4th grade, Holy Cross School, 
East Bernard, Texas. 


HONORABLE MENTION: (1) Shirley Ann Demick, age 9, 
5th grade, St. Mary's School, Higginsville, Mo. (2) Bernard Vanek, age 10, 
Holy Cross School, East Bernard, Texas. (3) John Brandt, age 10, 6th 
grade, St. Mary's School, Higginsville, Mo. 


Group Il — 11 years or older. 


PRIZE: Mary Alice Demick, age 13, 8th grade, St. Mary's 
School, Higginsville, Mo. 


HONORABLE MENTION: (1) Charles Hlavinka, age 13, 
Holy Cross School, East Bernard, Texas. (2) Delores Fisher, age 12, 
8th grade, St. Mary's School, Higginsville, Mo. (8%) Julia Louise Schaer, 
age 13, Holy Cross School, East Bernard, Texas. 
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Special] Honorable Mention js given to Mary Andrus, Saint 
Margaret's School, Pittsburgh, Pa., who wrote an excellent essay on the beauty 
of the Rosary, comparing it to a rose, and adding that her favorite mystery was 
the Birth of Our Lord whom she loved to picture as a tiny Infant with hands 
outstretched to bless her. From the same school, Doris Streitzinger sent a 
very good reply on the Rosary devotion. 

There will not be room to print any of the letters this month, but in 
January we shall print one or two of the prize-winning letters in place of a 
story, and announce a new contest. 








They Finished Their Jobs — Let’s Finish Ours! 
This is the slogan adopted for the Eighth War Loan — the 


VICTORY LOAN 


now being promoted. There is urgent need for this final appeal for 
your help. Obviously it will cost billions of dollars to bring our men 
home — to care for the wounded — to rehabilitate tens of thousands 

—to maintain the American armies of occupation. You can show 
your gratitude to your country and its valiant defenders by 


BUYING BONDS 








ra) es ie en Ci: d 


“Please burn a candle on December 24, and another on Christmas 
Day, with the prayer that the little Infant Jesus may bless our family 
and all those near and dear to us, and all whom we should remember, 
living and dead, with the spiritual and temporal blessings we stand in 
need of.” Mrs. C.G.G., Mo. 


For an offering of 50¢, a large wax candle will be burned a day and a 
night before the Blessed Sacrament exposed, in any one of our Eucharistic 
sanctuaries; for $3.50, one week, and for $12.00, an entire month. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde Missouri 
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Mary, Mother of God — The august mystery of the Incarnation of 
the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity and the Divine Maternity of Mary 
are particularly suited to reflection and meditation at this season. They 
are inspiringly treated of in this booklet. 10¢ 


Devotion to Mary — Besides treating of devotion to Mary in gen- 
eral, a splendid section devoted to the Immaculate Conception makes this 
an especially seasonable booklet. Also contains various prayers. 10¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — A little 
treasury of liturgical prayers and sacred Scripture texts, in two parts, to 
help you prepare for the major feasts and seasons of the Church year. . Order 
Part I now to use during Advent in order to spend = season profitably 
and prepare for Christmas. 


PART I — (Advent to Pentecost) — includes: Advent, Nativity, Cir- 
cumcision, Holy Name, Epiphany, Feast of the Holy Family, Presentation 
of Our Lord in the Temple, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, 
Finding of the Cross and Ascension. 96 pages. 15¢ 


Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus — A tavorite book- 
let for the Christmas season on account of its beautiful and charming 
prayers to the Divine Child. Besides many loving aspirations and invoca- 
tions in honor of the mysteries of Christmastide, it contains a special prepar- 
- atory novena, the litany of the Infant Jesus and the proper parts of the 
Christmas Mass at dawn. 10¢ 


Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague —- A popular booklet at 
all seasons of the year, which traces the origin and development of devotion 
to the Infant Jesus of Prague and recounts many astounding favors obtained 
through devotion to Him. Offers a wide selection of prayers for various 
intentions. 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Sending a year’s subscription as a gift to a friend or relative 
will not only make your Christmas shopping easy and economi- 
cal and be a reminder of your love and affection for the whole 
year through, but this heavenly gift will prove to be “worth its 
weight in gold” and “valued more than a precious gem,” as 
a reader who came to know the magazine in this manner 
testifies. 
Subscription Rates 


United States & Possessions: $1.00 per year; $2.00 for 3 years. 
Canada & Foreign Countries: $1.25 per year; $2.50 for 3 years, 


The December number will be sent in a holiday wrapper to 
reach its destination just before Christmas, and an attractive 
greeting card enclosed will bear the giver’s name. 


It’s not too early to send in your Subscriptions now. 


Benedictine Booklets 


A COMPLETE SET of 74 delightful and inspiring booklets 
valued at $7.55 
Special Bargain Price of $5.50. Postpaid. 





A complete list of titles and individual prices gladly furnished 
on request. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


























